HERO MOTOSPORTS TEAM RALLY BEGIN THE SECOND WEEK OF
DAKAR 2022 WITH A STRONG RESULT
JOAQUIM FINISHES STAGE 7 IN THE SIXTH POSITION
Al Dawadimi, Saudi Arabia, January 10, 2022
Hero MotoSports Team Rally, the motorsport team of the world’s largest manufacturer of
motorcycles and scooters - Hero MotoCorp, continued their consistent performance at the Dakar
Rally 2022 with a strong result in the seventh stage.

Joaquim Rodrigues was in great form and he finished the stage in the sixth-place. The rest day prior to
this stage allowed him to recover from his crashes earlier in the rally, where he had hurt his back.
Aaron Maré started strong and was successful in leading a pack of 4-5 riders through a long section of
heavy dust and rocks. However, a small navigation error towards the latter end of the stage cost him
some time. He finished 18th in the RallyGP class.

JRod and Aaron now sit at the 16th and 17th positions respectively in the overall RallyGP standings after
seven stages.
Stage 7 started from the capital city of Riyadh and offered 400+ kms of special stage and an additional
300 kms of liaison, before finishing at the bivouac in Al Dawadimi. The entire stage consisted of fast
sections, but often without any tracks to follow, thanks to the heavy rains that washed them out
completely.
The next stage will be the longest overall stage of the rally at 828 kms, with close to 400 kms of racing,
and the remaining in liaison sections. The opening 200 kms of the stage will all sand and dunes. The
rally will reach Wadi ad-Dawasir post the stage.

Joaquim Rodrigues, Rider, Hero MotoSports Team Rally: “The stage had very difficult navigation,
especially after the refueling. We often had to stop and try to find the route as many were washed out. I
took my time, and was able to find my way through the stage without losing too much time. I am happy
with this result and we have 5 more stages to go, so I am going to take it one day at a time, and focus on
getting my Hero Rally 450 to the finish line each day.”

Aaron Maré, Rider, Hero MotoSports Team Rally: “I started the stage pretty well, and was able
to catch up to some of the riders before the refuel point. After refuel, it was quite rocky and dusty,
and it became quite difficult to manage the navigation. I was leading the stage quite a few times for
a pack of 4-5 riders, but it meant that every time I would make a small mistake, I would have to go
back into the dust again. Finally, I found some rhythm and was pacing ahead up until around
300kms or so, where I lost quite some time searching for a particular waypoint. It was a
disappointing end, but I’m learning from my mistakes, and looking forward to making up for the
lost time in the next stage.”

Provisional Stage 7 Rankings - RallyGP class:
1.
2.
3.
4.
6.
18.

Jose Ignacio Cornejo
Kevin Benavides
Joan Barreda Bort
Luciano Benavides
Joaquim Rodrigues
Aaron Maré

Monster Energy Honda
Red Bull KTM Factory Team
Monster Energy Honda
Husqvarna Factory Racing
Hero MotoSports Team Rally
Hero MotoSports Team Rally

03h 28m 46s
+ 44s
+ 02m 51s
+ 07m 50s
+ 08m 57s
+ 22m 13s

Provisional Overall Standings after Stage 7 - RallyGP class:
1.
2.
3.
4.
15.
16.

Adrien van Beveren
Matthias Walkner
Kevin Benavides
Sam Sunderland
Joaquim Rodrigues
Aaron Maré

Monster Energy Yamaha
Red Bull KTM Factory Team
Red Bull KTM Factory Team
GasGas Factory Racing
Hero MotoSports Team Rally
Hero MotoSports Team Rally

Follow the team:
www.heromotosports.com
FB: /HeroMotoSports
Twitter: @Hero_MotoSports
IG: @heromotosports

Press contact Hero MotoSports Team Rally
e-Mail: corporate.communication@heromotocorp.com
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23h 45m 02s
+ 05m 12s
+ 05m 23s
+ 05m 38s
+ 53m 45s
+ 57m 07s

