
Mezaira’a, UAE, February 26, 2025

HERO MOTOSPORTS REGISTERS A SECOND STAGE PODIUM AT
ABU DHABI DESERT CHALLENGE 2025

NACHO CORNEJO FINISHES THIRD IN STAGE 4

Hero MotoSports Team Rally, the motorsport team of the world’s largest manufacturer of 
motorcycles and scooters - Hero MotoCorp, completed the fourth and penultimate Stage of 
the Abu Dhabi Desert Challenge 2025, with a Stage podium.

Nacho Cornejo crossed the �inish line of the fourth Stage of the race in the 3rd fastest time. This 
is the Chilean rider’s 2nd Stage podium of the week, after his 2nd place �inish in Stage 2. With 
competition getting very heavy towards the end, the second last Stage has shuf�led the ranks 
of most riders in the top order. At the end of 4 Stages, Nacho �inds himself 6th overall in the 
rally, just over 9 minutes behind the leader. However, the competitors holding the 2nd to 6th 
positions are separated by a meagre 1 minute and 48 seconds. Historically, never before has 
the race been this tight at ADDC!
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The longest Stage in the race, Stage 4 was a 394 km ride from the Marathon bivouac in Al 
Qua’a region, back to Mezaira’a. After spending an eventful night by themselves at the Mara-
thon bivouac - marked by strong winds and dust storms - Stage 4 led the competitors back to 
the rest of rally caravan. Presenting a one-of-a-kind experience that’s representative of 
ADDC’s new identity, the special took place in a unique and quintessential Liwa desert land-
scape. Competitors were introduced to a section of the Rub' al Khali (Empty Quarter) where 
the dunes stretched out in long, parallel ridges, separated by vast dried-up salt �lats which 
are known locally as ‘sabkhas’. They were led from one ridge to the next, climbing some of 
the world’s largest dunes, and also getting to blast off through the long stretches of white 
sand. In the �inal stretch westward, they also passed by the Al Dhafrah Fort, one of the oldest 
forts in the Emirates.

Nacho is the Indian manufacturer’s only representation left in the race, since an unfortunate 
mechanical issue in Stage 2 forced his team mate Ross Branch to withdraw. With two Stage 
podiums and consistent top-10 performances, Nacho has shown exceptional resilience and 
determination to power through adverse situations. At the Dakar 2025 too, he became the 
only rider left in the Hero camp after fellow riders Ross Branch and Sebastian Buhler crashed 
out at different points. The world saw a true champion in Nacho, who in his �irst Dakar 
outing with Hero MotoSports, took on the heavy mantle and ensured he �lew the Hero �lag 
right up to the last kilometer. He �inished Dakar 2025 against all odds, recording Hero’s 
second best Dakar result ever - a commendable 7th place �inish.
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With just one Stage left in the rally, the top competitors are looking forward to a �inal 
attempt to close in on their time gaps. Even though Stage 5 will take them on a long 364 km 
journey northwards from Mezair’a to Abu Dhabi, only 167 kms will be timed in the special. 
The �inish line and the grand gala set traditionally in the vibrant city of Abu Dhabi, along the 
shores of the Arabian Gulf will bring this edition's journey to a worthy conclusion.

Nacho Cornejo:
“It’s been yet another good day at Abu Dhabi Desert Challenge. I’ve been pushing all day as much 
as I could, and it has rewarded me with another Stage podium. Now comes the last Stage 
tomorrow in a very tight battle. It’s going to be a very hard �ight, but we’re determined to do our 
best until the last moment. Hopefully we will have a good result for the team. Thank you everyone 
for your support!”
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Follow the team:
www.heromotosports.com | IG: @Heromotosports | FB: HeroMotoSports  | Twitter:@hero_motosports

For more information:
www.heromotocorp.com | FB: /HeroMotoCorpIndia | Twitter: @HeroMotoCorp | IG: @HeroMotoCorp

Press Contact:
corporate.communication@heromotocorp.com

********

Provisional Rankings – Stage 4:

1. Daniel Sanders             Red Bull KTM Factory Racing           2h 51m 14s
2. Adrien Van Beveren   Monster Energy Honda Team           + 03m 23s
3. Nacho Cornejo             Hero MotoSports Team Rally           + 04m 52s
4. Michael Docherty   SRG Motorsports             + 05m 07s
5. Ricky Brabec   Monster Energy Honda Team           + 05m 55s 

Provisional Overall Standings after Stage 4:

1. Daniel Sanders            Red Bull KTM Factory Racing           12h 14m 22s
2. Ricky Brabec   Monster Energy Honda Team           + 07m 23s
3. Luciano Benavides  Red Bull KTM Factory Racing           + 08m 46s
4. Adrien Van Beveren  Monster Energy Honda Team           + 09m 07s
5.  Tosha Schareina  Monster Energy Honda Team           + 09m 11s
6. Nacho Cornejo            Hero MotoSports Team Rally           + 09m 37s


