
NACHO BREAKS INTO TOP 10 AND
SHLOK IMPRESSES WITH

A TOP 20 FINISH

SECOND BACK TO BACK
PODIUM FOR DOCHERTY IN RALLY 2

The real challenge of the Rally du Maroc got underway today as Hero MotoSports Team Rally 
took on Stage 1, a long 636-kilometre journey from Agadir to Zagora, featuring 268 kilometres 
of timed competition.

All the 3 riders of Hero MotoSports Team Rally put up a strong showing in the Stage 1 of the Rally 
du Maroc today. Mike continued with his podium run and secured a second consecutive podium 
with a 2nd place finish in the Rally 2 Category while Nacho finished just outside of the top 5 in the 
6th place in the Rally GP category. Shlok continued to impress in his journey as he made his 
debut in a full-length FIM World Rally-Raid Championship with 16th place finish in Rally 2, ahead 
of a class of much experienced riders. 

In the overall rankings, Mike is on 6th place and Nacho on 8th, both being nicely placed in the top 
10 while Shlok is sitting in 24th place at the end of the stage 1.
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The Stage 1 took the competitors towards Zagora for a “Dakar-style” stage in that it started 
with a long 264km road section from 4am leading to the start of the special stage before 
hitting the 103km road section to the bivouac. The main challenge was posed by the length of 
the stage, while also giving the young rookies like Shlok a taste of the first extended test across 
Morocco’s varied terrain and a chance to get to grips with the elements of a typical rally raid 
stage.

Mike seems to have found a good rhythm right off the blocks as he secured his second podium 
of the rally. Today’s stage did not pose any major navigation challenge to either Mike or Nacho 
as they breezed through the fast and almost linear stage, clocking in good time.  Shlok started 
the stage really well, however, midway through the stage he made a minor mistake, presenting 
him with another invaluable learning opportunity as he tackled the first full-length rally stage of 
his career.

As the riders arrive at the Zagora bivouac, the focus now shifts to the next challenge, with four 
more stages still to come. The Rally du Maroc continues tomorrow with Stage 2, a 423-kilometre 
loop around Zagora featuring a 300-kilometre timed special and presents the challenge of the 
famed Moroccan dunes.
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Shlok Ghorpade said, "I am happy to finish my first stage in a world championship race. It was 
a fast stage for most part which I tackled well. I made a small error which cost me some time 
but that’s what I am here to learn and improve my skills. It’s a great feeling to have my first 
stage in the bag. ”

Mike Docherty, Rider, Hero MotoSports Team Rally said, “It was a good day and I felt good 
on the bike today. Had a few little navigation errors but nothing major. Happy to bring it home 
safely in one piece so that’s a good thing. Dunes are my favourite so I had fun and learnt a lot. 
Looking forward to the next stage tomorrow. ”

Nacho Cornejo, Rider, Hero MotoSports Team Rally said, “It was a clean, fast stage with no 
crashes so I am happy to see the back of the stage 1. Today my goal was to catch the guys in 
the front, which took some time but I managed to do it. The times are bunched-up tightly 
together so in the next stages I will try to improve on my overall rankings. ”
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About Hero MotoCorp

Hero MotoCorp, headquartered in New Delhi, India, is the world’s largest manufacturer of motorcycles and scooters for 25 
consecutive years with ~$5 billion revenue. The Company’s global footprint spans 53 countries across Asia, Africa, Europe, 
Central and Latin America with a customer base of over 130 million. The Company operates eight manufacturing facilities - six 
in India and one each in Colombia and Bangladesh - along with two Research and Development centres: Hero Centre for 
Innovation and Technology (CIT) in India and Hero Tech Centre Germany (TCG). Hero MotoCorp is driving the transition to 
electric mobility through VIDA. Strategic alliances with Harley-Davidson and Zero Motorcycles support the design and develop-
ment of premium and electric motorcycles, respectively. Further demonstrating its commitment to the EV future, the Company 
has made strategic investments in two- and three-wheeler EV manufacturers, Ather Energy and Euler Motors. Hero MotoCorp is 
the only Indian two-wheeler manufacturer listed on the prestigious Dow Jones Sustainability Index (DJSI). Hero MotoCorp’s 
Executive Chairman, Dr. Pawan Munjal, was named to the 2025 TIME100 Climate List of the 100 most influential leaders 
driving business climate action. Beyond mobility, Hero MotoCorp is a major global promoter of sports, including golf, football, 
field hockey, and cricket. Hero MotoSports Team Rally is India, a flag bearer in global rally racing.

Follow the team:
www.heromotosports.com | IG: @Heromotosports | FB: HeroMotoSports  | Twitter:@hero_motosports

Press Contact:
corporate.communication@heromotocorp.com
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Nacho Cornejo Hero MotoSports Team Rally 6th Place
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