
NACHO DELIVER HIS FIRST
PODIUM IN STAGE 3

HERO MOTOSPORTS
TEAM RALLY CONTINUES THEIR

PODIUM RUN

Hero MotoSports Team Rally bounced back strongly in the Stage 3 of the Rally du Maroc, with 
Nacho Cornejo putting behind yesterday’s setback to secure his first podium finish for the team 
with 3rd place finish and another strong stage run from Mike, finishing outside of a podium 
position for the first time in 4th place in the Rally 2 category. 

After stage 3, Mike finds himself firmly placed in the 2nd position in Rally 2 category and 8th 
overall, while Nacho moves up by 2 places to enter back into the top 10 in the 9th place in the 
overall rankings and maintaining his 7th place in the Rally GP. 
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For Shlok, it was another tough outing in the rally as he met with a crash around 130 km mark 
which brought his run in the stage 3 to a premature halt. As per the information received at the 
time of filing this report, he was doing fine and was on his back to the bivouac to reunite with the 
team. 

Stage 3 of the rally was an entirely different story. It was a much faster terrain with more sandy 
tracks and the longest selective section of the rally with 360 kms to be done on the clock. The 
stage offered all sorts of terrain - fast tracks across plateaus, slow and rough sections that 
were extremely uneven, valleys, oueds, camel grass and, the dunes of Merzouga with added 
navigational challenges to test the mettle of the riders.

Tomorrow, the rally will enter into its penultimate stage that will challenge the riders with the 
second longest special section of the rally with 321 kms to be tackled after which the roster is 
expected to settle into its near-final rankings.
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Mike Docherty, Rider, Hero MotoSports Team Rally said, “It was definitely a stage with most 
tricky navigation so I had to sacrifice a bit on speed to focus more on the road book, which was 
a hard thing for me to do. I have got to do some more work on the road books but for now, stage 
3 is done and we are back in the bivouac safely. We’ll try again tomorrow.”

Nacho Cornejo, Rider, Hero MotoSports Team Rally said, “Happy to see the back of the Stage 
3 today. Having started at the back, I had a lot of catching up to do. So I tried to make up as 
much time as I could and was able to pass many riders. Some sections were difficult to 
navigate but I managed to keep my head cool and make some good decisions. Finally 
managed to secure a stage podium for the team coming back from the mistake of yesterday so 
I am happy to finally bring home a good result.”

Shlok Ghorpade, Rider, Hero MotoSports Team Rally said, “Today was another day of 
learning for me. I started at the back of the pack today but as the stage went on, I managed to 
pass quite a few riders. Unfortunately, around kilometre 130, I failed to spot a small dune that 
was hidden between two bigger dunes because of the sun. I came in too hot and ended up 
crashing over the next dune. My navigation system got damaged in the process and a few 
other parts as well but somehow I managed to reach the refuelling point. At that point we 
decided that the best course of action would be to return to the bivouac, fix the bike properly 
and then return to fight another day.”
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Provisional Rankings – Stage 3



About Hero MotoCorp

Hero MotoCorp, headquartered in New Delhi, India, is the world’s largest manufacturer of motorcycles and scooters for 25 
consecutive years with ~$5 billion revenue. The Company’s global footprint spans 53 countries across Asia, Africa, Europe, 
Central and Latin America with a customer base of over 130 million. The Company operates eight manufacturing facilities - six 
in India and one each in Colombia and Bangladesh - along with two Research and Development centres: Hero Centre for 
Innovation and Technology (CIT) in India and Hero Tech Centre Germany (TCG). Hero MotoCorp is driving the transition to 
electric mobility through VIDA. Strategic alliances with Harley-Davidson and Zero Motorcycles support the design and develop-
ment of premium and electric motorcycles, respectively. Further demonstrating its commitment to the EV future, the Company 
has made strategic investments in two- and three-wheeler EV manufacturers, Ather Energy and Euler Motors. Hero MotoCorp is 
the only Indian two-wheeler manufacturer listed on the prestigious Dow Jones Sustainability Index (DJSI). Hero MotoCorp’s 
Executive Chairman, Dr. Pawan Munjal, was named to the 2025 TIME100 Climate List of the 100 most influential leaders 
driving business climate action. Beyond mobility, Hero MotoCorp is a major global promoter of sports, including golf, football, 
field hockey, and cricket. Hero MotoSports Team Rally is India, a flag bearer in global rally racing.

Follow the team:
www.heromotosports.com | IG: @Heromotosports | FB: HeroMotoSports  | Twitter:@hero_motosports

Press Contact:
corporate.communication@heromotocorp.com
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Provisional Overall Rankings after Stage 3

Nacho Cornejo Hero MotoSports Team Rally 3rd Place

Provisional Rankings – Stage 3 – Rally GP

Nacho Cornejo Hero MotoSports Team Rally 7th Place

Provisional Overall Rankings after stage 3 – Rally GP
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